94 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
But Hyder soon showed that he was no unworthy adversary.
Moving rapidly across to the Malabar coast he restored the
situation there, and then, returning in haste, while Smith,
his progress delayed by the corruption of contractors and
the meddling of politicians, was slowly struggling towards
Bangalore, occupied that place in force arid compelled him
to call in Wood. As soon, as the latter assumed control of
operations consequent on the recall of Smith to Madras,
Hyder resumed the offensive, recovered all the ground lost in
Baramahal, and ended the campaign in a position of decided
advantage. This he clinched early in 1769 by a rapid raid
which carried him to the gates of Madras, and induced the
alarmed Council to conclude a peace on the basis of the restitu-
tion of the status quo and a treaty of mutual alliance. ^
The agreement was but a truce, and its effects in no way
lasting. The enmity of Hyder was relentless, and when in
1771 he appealed for British assistance against the Mahrattas
and it was refused him, he resolved on revenge at the earliest
possible moment.
The ensuing British campaigns against this race form, as it
were, an interlude and a side issue to the main struggle with
Mysore, and may here be briefly dealt with.   The Mahrattas
formed a loose confederacy occupying the whole of Central
India from the frontiers of Oude in the north to those of
Mysore and Hyderabad in the south, and from the mouth of
the Mahanadi in the east to that of the Nerbudda in the west.
Their various chieftains, Holkar of Indore, Scindia of Gwalior,
the Bhonsla of Berar and the Gaekwar of Baroda, were all
nominally subject to one supreme head, the Peshwa of Poona;
but at this time the succession to the latter office was in dispute.
The Bombay Government in  1775 unwisely embroiled
itself in the internal quarrels of the Mahrattas by supporting
the claims of one pretender, Ragoba, in return for the cession
of Salsette and Bassein.   Their forces occupied these places
and later marched into Baroda, and in alliance with Ragoba's
troops gained a creditable success at Arass.   The alliance,
however, was speedily dissolved, and hostilities brought to
an end by order of the Council of Bengal, which possessed a
controlling authority in external matters over the other Presi-
dencies.   But the Board of Directors at home disapproved of
this desertion and the alliance was renewed in 1778.
The war with the Mahratta Confederacy was therefore
resumed, and while a detachment from Bengal, under Goddard,
was despatched right across Central India to the assistance of
the Bombay Government, the latter again sent a force to set
up their client at Poona. It was checked with heavy loss, but